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1 Course overview 

1.1 Introduction 
1.1.1 Rationale 
Modern History is a discipline-based subject where students examine traces of humanity’s recent 
past so they may form their own views about the Modern World. Through Modern History, 
students’ curiosity and imagination is invigorated while their appreciation of civilisation is 
broadened and deepened. Students learn that the past is contestable and tentative. They 
discover how the past consists of various perspectives and interpretations. Modern History 
distinguishes itself from other subjects by enabling students to empathise with others and make 
meaningful connections between the past, present and possible futures. 

Modern History has two main aims. First, Modern History seeks to have students gain historical 
knowledge and understanding about some of the main forces that have contributed to the 
development of the Modern World. Second, Modern History aims to have students think 
historically and form a historical consciousness in relation to these same forces. Both aims 
complement and build on the learning covered in the Australian Curriculum: 7–10 History . The 
first aim is achieved through the thematic organisation of Modern History around four of the 
forces that have helped to shape the Modern World — ideas, movements, national experiences 
and international experiences. In each unit, students explore the nature, origins, development, 
legacies and contemporary significance of the force being examined. The second aim is achieved 
through the rigorous application of historical concepts and historical skills across the syllabus. To 
fulfil both aims, Modern History uses a model of inquiry learning. 

Modern History benefits students as it enables them to thrive in a dynamic, globalised and 
knowledge-based world. Through Modern History, students acquire an intellectual toolkit 
consisting of 21st century skills. This ensures students of Modern History gain a range of 
transferable skills that will help them forge their own pathways to personal and professional 
success, as well as become empathetic and critically-literate citizens who are equipped to 
embrace a multicultural, pluralistic, inclusive, democratic, compassionate and sustainable future. 

Assumed knowledge, prior learning or experience 
Before studying Modern History, it is assumed students have studied the Australian Curriculum: 
7–10 History. Through this prior learning it is assumed students understand and can apply 
historical concepts, including: 

• evidence

• continuity and change

• cause and effect

• significance

• perspectives

• empathy

• contestability.



It is also assumed students understand and can apply historical skills, including: 

• chronology, terms and concepts

• historical questions and research

• analysis and use of sources

• perspectives and interpretations

• explanation and communication.

Pathways 
Modern History is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond 
school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Modern 
History can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of history, 
education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, politics, journalism, the media, 
writing, academia and strategic analysis. The skills developed in Modern History can be used in 
students’ everyday lives — including their work — when they need to understand situations, place 
them in perspective, identify causes and consequences, acknowledge the viewpoints of others, 
develop personal values, make judgments and reflect on their decisions. 



1.1.2 Learning area structure 
All learning areas build on the Australian Curriculum: P–10. 

Figure 1: Learning area structure 
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1.1.3 Course structure 
Modern History is a course of study consisting of four units. Subject matter, learning experiences 
and assessment increase in complexity from Units 1 and 2 to Units 3 and 4 as students develop 
greater independence as learners. 

Units 1 and 2 provide foundational learning, which allows students to experience all syllabus 
objectives and begin engaging with the course subject matter. Students should complete Units 1 
and 2 before beginning Unit 3. It is recommended that Unit 3 be completed before Unit 4. 

Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Only the results from Units 3 and 4 will contribute to 
ATAR calculations. 

Figure 2 outlines the structure of this course of study. 

Each unit has been developed with a notional time of 55 hours of teaching and learning, including 
assessment. 



Figure 2: Course structure 

Unit 3 
National experiences 
in the Modern World 
• Australia
• England
• France
• New Zealand
• Germany
• United States

of America
• Soviet Union
• Japan
• China
• Indonesia
• India
• Israel
• South Korea

Assessment 
Summative internal 
assessment 1: 
Examination — essay in 
response to historical 
sources (25%) 

Summative internal 
assessment 2: 
Investigation — 
independent source 
investigation (25%) 

Unit 4 
International 

experiences in the 
Modern World 

• Australian
engagement with Asia

• Search for collective
peace and security

• Trade and commerce
between nations

• Mass migrations
• Information Age
• Genocides and ethnic

cleansings
• Nuclear Age
• Cold War
• Struggle for peace in

the Middle East
• Cultural globalisation
• Space exploration
• Rights and recognition

of First Peoples
• Terrorism,

anti-terrorism and
counter-terrorism

Assessment 
Summative internal 
assessment 3: 
Investigation — 
historical essay based 
on research (25%) 

Summative external 
assessment: 
Examination — 
short responses to 
historical sources (25%) 

Unit 1 
Ideas in the 

Modern World 
• Australian Frontier

Wars
• Age of Enlightenment
• Industrial Revolution
• American Revolution
• French Revolution
• Age of Imperialism
• Meiji Restoration
• Boxer Rebellion
• Russian Revolution
• Xinhai Revolution
• Iranian Revolution
• Arab Spring
• Alternative topic for

Unit 1

Assessment 
Formative internal 
assessment/s 

Unit 2 
Movements in the 

Modern World 
• Australian Indigenous

rights movement
• Independence

movement in India
• Workers’ movement
• Women’s movement
• May Fourth Movement

in China
• Independence

movement in Algeria
• Independence

movement in Vietnam
• Anti-apartheid

movement in
South Africa

• African-American civil
rights movement

• Environmental
movement

• LGBTIQ civil rights
movement

• Pro-democracy
movement in
Myanmar (Burma)

• Alternative topic for
Unit 2

Assessment 
Formative internal 
assessment/s 

Students should have opportunities in Units 1 and 2 to 
experience and respond to the types of assessment they 
will encounter in Units 3 and 4. 
For reporting purposes, schools should develop at least 
one assessment per unit, with a maximum of four 
assessments across Units 1 and 2. 

Modern History 



Additional Requirements 

Study Requirements Special Requirements 

This is a research based General subject and will 
require significant commitment of time: 

 Three lessons per week face to face

 Individual study 2-3hours per week to
complete homework

 Individual time will be required to
complete research assessment

Students need to have access to: 

 Internet at home/local library

 Computer at home and school

Students need to have good reading, 

comprehension, writing and analytical skills and 

are expected to read widely and keep abreast of 

current events/news. 
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