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1.1

Course overview

Introduction

1.1.1 Rationale

Geography teaches us about the significance of ‘place’ and ‘space’ in understanding our world.
These two concepts are foundational to the discipline, with the concepts of environment,
interconnection, sustainability, scale and change building on this foundation. By observing and
measuring spatial, environmental, economic, political, social and cultural factors, geography
provides a way of thinking about contemporary challenges and opportunities.

Teaching and learning in Geography are underpinned by inquiry, through which students
investigate places in Australia and across the globe. When students think geographically, they
observe, gather, organise, analyse and present data and information across a range of scales.

opportunities for students to engage in real-world applications of geographical skills and thinking,
including the collection and representation of data. Fieldwork also encourages participation in
collaborative learning and engagement with the world in which students live.

Spatial technologies are also core components of contemporary geography. These technologies
provide a real-world experience of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM),
allowing students to interact with particular geographic phenomena through dynamic, three-
dimensional representations that take the familiar form of maps. The skills of spatial visualisation,
representation and analysis are highly valued in an increasingly digital and globalised world.

In Geography, students engage in a range of learning experiences that develop their
geographical skills and thinking through the exploration of geographical challenges and their
effects on people, places and the environment. Students are exposed to a variety of
contemporary problems and challenges affecting people and places across the globe, at a range
of scales. These challenges include responding to risk in hazard zones, planning sustainable
places, managing land cover transformations and planning for population change.

This course of study enables students to appreciate and promote a more sustainable way of life.
Through analysing and applying geographical knowledge, students develop an understanding of
the complexities involved in sustainable planning and management practices. Geography aims to
encourage students to become informed and adaptable so they develop the skills required to
interpret global concerns and make genuine and creative contributions to society. It contributes to
their development as global citizens who recognise the challenges of sustainability and the
implications for their own and others’ lives.

Pathways

Geography is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond
school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Geography
can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of urban and
environmental design, planning and management; biological and environmental science;
conservation and land management; emergency response and hazard management;
oceanography, surveying, global security, economics, business, law, engineering, architecture,
information technology, and science. These pathways draw on the skills acquired through
understanding and using spatial technologies.



1.1.2 Learning area structure

All learning areas build on the P—10 Australian Curriculum.

Figure 1: Learning area structure
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1.1.3 Course structure

Geography is a course of study consisting of four units. Subject matter, learning experiences and
assessment increase in complexity from Units 1 and 2 to Units 3 and 4 as students develop
greater independence as learners.

Units 1 and 2 provide foundational learning, which allows students to experience all syllabus
objectives and begin engaging with the course subject matter. Students should complete Units 1
and 2 before beginning Unit 3. It is recommended that Unit 3 be completed before Unit 4.

Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Only the results from Units 3 and 4 will contribute to

ATAR calculations.

Figure 2 outlines the structure of this course of study.

Each unit has been developed with a notional time of 55 hours of teaching and learning, including

assessment.

Figure 2: Course structure
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Unit 2
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Students should have opportunities in Units 1 and 2 to

experience and respond to the types of assessment
they will encounter in Units 3 and 4.

For reporting purposes, schools should develop at

least one assessment per unit, with a maximum of four

assessments across Units 1 and 2.




Additional Requirements

Study Requirements

This is a research based General subject and
will require significant commitment of time:

e Three lessons per week face to face

e Individual study 1-2 hours per week to
complete homework

¢ Individual time will be required to
complete research assessment

e 2 field excursions throughout the
course of study are mandated by the
syllabus assessment requirements

Special Requirements

Students need to have access to:

e Internet at home/local library
e Computer at home and school

Students need to have good reading,
comprehension, writing and analytical skills and
are expected to read widely and keep abreast of
current events/news.
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