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1 Course overview 

1.1 Introduction 
1.1.1 Rationale 
The QCAA English learning area is made up of five senior secondary subjects: Essential English, 
English, Literature, English & Literature Extension, and English as an Additional Language. 
These subjects share common features that include the continuing development of students’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, speaking, reading, viewing, designing and 
writing. Differences between the subjects lie in the emphasis on how language and skills are 
developed and the contexts in which they are applied. 

English learning area subjects offer students opportunities to enjoy language and be empowered 
as functional, purposeful, creative and critical language users who understand how texts can 
convey and transform personal and cultural perspectives. In a world of rapid cultural, social, 
economic and technological change, complex demands are placed on citizens to be literate within 
a variety of modes and mediums. Students are offered opportunities to develop this capacity by 
drawing on a repertoire of resources to interpret and create texts for personal, cultural, social and 
aesthetic purposes. They learn how language varies according to context, purpose and audience, 
content, modes and mediums, and how to use it appropriately and effectively for a variety of 
purposes. Students have opportunities to engage with diverse texts to help them develop a sense 
of themselves, their world and their place in it. 

The subject English focuses on the study of both literary texts and non-literary texts, developing 
students as independent, innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the 
aesthetic use of language, analyse perspectives and evidence, and challenge ideas and 
interpretations through the analysis and creation of varied texts. 

Students have opportunities to engage with language and texts through a range of teaching and 
learning experiences to foster: 

• skills to communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of responding 
to and creating literary texts and non-literary texts 

• skills to make choices about generic structures, language, textual features and technologies 
for participating actively in literary analysis and the creation of texts in a range of modes, 
mediums and forms, for a variety of purposes and audiences 

• enjoyment and appreciation of literary and non-literary texts, the aesthetic use of language, 
and style 

• creative thinking and imagination, by exploring how literary and non-literary texts shape 
perceptions of the world and enable us to enter the worlds of others 

• critical exploration of ways in which literary and non-literary texts may reflect or challenge 
social and cultural ways of thinking and influence audiences 

• empathy for others and appreciation of different perspectives through studying a range of 
literary and non-literary texts from diverse cultures and periods, including Australian texts by 
Aboriginal writers and/or Torres Strait Islander writers. 

  



Pathways 
English is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school 
that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in English promotes 
open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness and intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare 
students for local and global citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts. 

1.1.2 Learning area structure 
All learning areas build on the P–10 Australian Curriculum. 

Figure 1: Learning area structure 
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1.1.3 Course structure 
English is a course of study consisting of four units. Subject matter, learning experiences and 
assessment increase in complexity from Units 1 and 2 to Units 3 and 4 as students develop 
greater independence as learners. 

Units 1 and 2 provide foundational learning, which allows students to experience all syllabus 
objectives and begin engaging with the course subject matter. Students should complete Units 1 
and 2 before beginning Unit 3. It is recommended that Unit 3 be completed before Unit 4. 

Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Only the results from Units 3 and 4 will contribute to 
ATAR calculations. 

Figure 2 outlines the structure of this course of study. 

Each unit has been developed with a notional time of 55 hours of teaching and learning, including 
assessment. 

Figure 2: Course structure 

Unit 3 
Textual 

connections 
• Exploring

connections
between texts

• Examining different
perspectives of the
same issue in texts
and shaping own
perspectives

• Creating responses
for public
audiences and
persuasive texts

Assessment 
Summative internal 
assessment 1: 
Extended response 
— written response 
for a public audience 
(25%) 
Summative internal 
assessment 2: 
Extended response 
— persuasive spoken 
response (25%) 

Unit 4 
Close study of 
literary texts 

• Engaging with
literary texts from
diverse times and
places

• Responding to
literary texts
creatively and
critically

• Creating
imaginative and
analytical texts

Assessment 
Summative internal 
assessment 3: 
Examination — 
imaginative written 
response (25%) 

Summative external 
assessment: 
Examination — 
analytical written 
response (25%) 

Unit 1 
Perspectives and 

texts 
• Examining and

creating
perspectives in
texts

• Responding to a
variety of non-
literary and literary
texts

• Creating responses
for public
audiences and
persuasive texts

Assessment 
Formative internal 
assessment/s 

Unit 2 
Texts and culture 

• Examining and
shaping
representations of
culture in texts

• Responding to
literary and non-
literary texts,
including a focus on
Australian texts

• Creating
imaginative and
analytical texts

Assessment 
Formative internal 
assessment/s 

English 

Students should have opportunities in Units 1 and 
2 to experience and respond to the types of 
assessment they will encounter in Units 3 and 4. 
For reporting purposes, schools should develop at 
least one assessment per unit, with a maximum of 
four assessments across Units 1 and 2. 



Additional Requirements 

Study Requirements Special Requirements 

 Students enrolled in this course must

commit to developing and adhering to

an independent study plan. It is

expected that students will spend at

least two hours per week

independently reading and applying

the skills taught in class. For units in

which a novel is studied, up to five

hours of independent reading per

week may be required. This is

essential for successful completion of

the two year course.

 Due to the large amount of technologically

based assessment and classwork it is

recommended that students are involved in

the schools’s BYOx program.
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